ORDINANCE NO. 2018/2019-01
AN ORDINANCE OF THE SOUTHERN MARIN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
ENACTING A SPECIAL PARCEL TAX TO FUND FIRE PROTECTION AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE VOTERS
WHEREAS, the Southern Marin Fire Protection District provides among the best emergency
protection services in Northern California; and
WHEREAS, the District is a leader in meeting cardiac and stroke survivability standards,
ensuring that our residents have fast emergency responses when they have heart attacks or strokes; and
WHEREAS, ever since the District was formed in 1999, Sacramento has taken more than
$5,500,000 in our locally controlled funding from our local fire department; and
WHEREAS, these state takeaways, and other changes in State laws, are making it harder and
harder to guarantee the level of services that our residents expect and deserve; and
WHEREAS, over the last few years, parcel tax funding for the District has been fixed at 2006
-levels, but the number of calls for local firefighters and paramedics continues to increase, with more
than four thousand last year alone; and
WHEREAS, the American Heart Association says brain deterioration starts four to six minutes
after a person stops breathing, and the average 9-1-1 response times in our community is longer than that;
and
WHEREAS, in the past few years, the District has done what it can to cut the budget, win grant
funding, and still provide excellent fire and emergency medical services; and
WHEREAS, the District was a leader in reform, becoming the first in the County to enact
pension reform; and
WHEREAS, despite our best efforts, the District still has significant financial needs. There is
simply no more room to cut and continue to provide vital life-saving services; and
WHEREAS, a recent community survey showed that District residents overwhelmingly favor
maintaining the District’s excellent fire and emergency medical response services, including maintaining
emergency medical services, maintaining high cardiac and stroke survivability standards, attract and
retain qualified paramedics, maintain local fire protection and current 9-1-1 fire response times,
improving the District’s ability to react to and contain wildland fires, and other critical services that save
lives and protect property; and
WHEREAS, Southern Marin is in an area at risk for earthquakes and wildland fires, and is
danger of experiencing a tragic incident if we are not prepared, as we saw last October; and
WHEREAS, this measure works to prevent wildland fires by clearing vegetation and staying
prepared, and maintains professional firefighters and paramedics, who are essential to quality responses
when these disasters inevitably occur; and

1

